slaw, who took the Ruthenian name of George, From
him the duchy passed to Kazimierz as collateral heir.

These vast new lands on the east compensated
him in part for lands lost on the north and west and
south, Kazimierz secured peace in the east and
established civilized life in those long troubled regions.

Kazimierz began the codification of Polish law,
one of his mottos being ' one law, one king, one
currency', and saw its completion in his 5Sth year,
near the end of his long reign. One of the provisions
ensured a better defence of the peasants against the
oppression of the ndbles, and for this and his general
interest in the welfare of the simple people of the soil
he was often referred to as ' the peasants' king'.

The Jews also won his interest. Shortly after his
accession to the throne he enacted a statute, 1334,
which freed them from all civil and commercial
disabilities, and in 1367 he granted them certain
special privileges. From that time, the Jews, perse-
cuted in most countries of Europe, found a refuge in
Poland.

Two of his achievements are permanent. In order
to promote the growth of an educated class he founded
the University of Cracow, 1364, on the model of the
University of Bologna. To restore wooden towns
which had been burned by the Tartars, he founded
towns of brick and stone, and in so doing developed
the beautiful ' Kazimierz style ' of architecture. Grain
warehouses of this style are still to be seen on the
Vistula, memorials of the great international trade in
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